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To the Right Honourable 


I!]. ² © #1 


My Lonp, 

SEED VENTURE into 

ee *. the ocean of anti- 
6 quities in confi- 

dence of your lordſhip's 
humanity and great judg- 
ment; relyingon the form- 


er to hold me up, it you 
Az ſee 


# DEDICATION. 

f ſee me ſinking; ; and on the 
latter to diſtinguiſh me 
from the many logs, and 
drowned pupples, bob- 
bing up and down upon the 
Jame element; and upon 
both for your oxculs of this 
preſumption. 


- 'Your lordſhip very well 
knows, that ftudies of this 
kind are apt, in their own 
nature, to introduce fami- 
liarities, not nicely regard- 
ful of diſtinctions; becauſe 
it is oftentimes neceſſary toe 


be free with kings, and 


great 


DEDICATION. y 
great men; by making 
them older, or younger, 
better, or worſe, as it beſt 
ſuits the purpoſe of the 
antiquary : There is alſo 
ſomething levelling in theſe 
enquiries z where we find 
rottenneſs and corruption, 
duſt and aſhes, to be e- 
qually the fate oſ the em- 


peror, and the meaneſt of 
his vaſſals. | 


But not to found my a- 
pology wholly upon dach 
mortiſying reflections: per- 
mit me, my lord, to plead 


1 yo 


yi. DEDICATION. 
your general civility to 
ſtrangers, and your indul- 
gent partialities to all- men 
embarked in the ſame 
ſtudies with your lordſhip : 
Permit me likewiſe to 
plead the merit of a per- 
| formance, which retrieves 
the proper name of a moſt 
important village, and de- 
livers down to poſterity 
the antiquities of a place, 
unnoticedby formerwriters. 
To theſe conſiderations let 

me add the infinite labor, 
as well as uſetulneſs, br 
ſuch diſcoveries. 


DEDICATION. vii 
I cannot conclude this 
addreſs, without joining 
my hearty wiſhes, that, 
for your lordſhip's amuſe- 
ment, ſome hill may open 
itſelf, and pour forth trea- 
ſures and curioſities, not 
inferior to thoſe of Her- 
culaneum ; and that your 
lordſhip may live to be 
yourſelf a moſt venerable 
Piece of antiquity. | 
I am, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt devoted 
Humble Servant. 


P REF A CE. 
BNA T is a cuſtomary reſp ect 


10 1 generally paid to 1 8 
als reader to give him, by 
way of preface, ſome account 
of the book he has been at the 
expence of purchaſing, and pur- | 
poſes to be at the trouble of read- 
ing: I call it reſpect, in concert 
with my fellow- writers; but I 
do not, in the leaſt, deſire him 
to entertain a more favorable 


. opinion, 
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* PREFACE. 


opinion, either of my manners, 
or of my regard for him from 
this ds. for I muſt 
confeſs, we durſt not hazard 
our works into the world, ab- 
dlutely upon their own bottom, 
but are obliged previouſly to 
point out the beauties, &c. leſt 


they ſhould not ſtrike the reader 


ſo forcibly as, perhaps, they 


have us, the authors, or editors. 


As this is one reaſon, and 


| generally the principal one, for 
prefaces, ſo there is another, 


a much more humble one, 
which indeed gave birth to this; 


and that is to acquaint the pub- 


lic with what labor, injury to 
health, and loſs of eyes I have 
finiſhed 


1 
finiſhed the following hiſtory, 
Indeed, courteous reader, I have 
ſpent the major part of a long 
life in this ſtudy, and I have in- 
verted, as it were, the very form 
of my body in vour ſervice 
which was once plumpiſh, and 
inclining to fat upwa ards, but by 
my ſedentarineſs is now fallen 
downwards, to the no ſmall in- 
creaſe of my legs: When 1 firſt 
engaged, I had eyes of mine 
own, but now I cannot ſec, 

even with the aſſiſtance of art: 
I have gone from ſpectacles of 
the firſt fight (i. e.) the leaſt 
magnifyers, to the third and great- 
eſt magniſiers: the chevalier Tay- 
lor gives my eyes over, and my 
Oprician writes me word he can 
grind no higher for me. Thus 
A 6 in 
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$i PREFACE. 

in endeavouring, according to 
my motto, to bring to hight the 
hidden things of darkneſs, I have 


loſt my ſight; for which I hope 
you will ſettle a ſmall penſion of 


your candor upon me, 


I will ſay nothing of the uſe- 
fulneſs of theſe ee be- 
cauſe J muſt, at the ſame time, 


publiſh my own importance, and 
ſervices to the publick ; but was 


I not reſtrained by this conſe- 
quential mode of modeſty, 1 
ſhould make no ſcruple to aſſert, 
that reſearches of this ſort tend 
more to the illuſtrating hiſtory, 


and aſcertaining the dates, pro- 


greſs, ſettlements and cuſtoms 
of our anceſtors, than all the 


Rapins, 


PREFACE. xii 
Rapins, the Echards, and the 
Cartes put together; for they ap- 
pear to me not to have dug up 
their materials themſelves, and 
not to have been very choice of 
whom they had them: an in- 
dolence and indifference always 
fatal to hiſtory ; for when dig 
dae cannot, and to beg we are 
aſhamed, much depends upon 
the abilities of the antiquity- 
maker from whom we ſteal. 


The particular motives that 
induced me, at this time, to 
publiſh the following work, were 
really no other, than to eſtabliſh: 
the world in their preſent belief 
of antiquities, which J greatly 
_ ſome ill-defigning men, 

| both , 
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zi. PREFACE; 

both at home, and abroad, ars 
now endeavouring to ſubvert : 
The foundation of theſe my fears 
18, partly, the uncommon ap- 
plication of men tonove/-ww7r1ting ; 
for though theſe books come out 
under the pretence of diverſions 


and amuſements, I am very ap- 
prehenſive ſome latent malevo- 
lence at antiquity lies couched 


under it; (an artifice very com- 
mon in the world) and partly, 
the ſeeming humanity of the 
Swediſh phyſician, who recom- 
mends iron, inſtead of brats im- 
plements in cookery ; for though 
in a patriot-view we may think 
him promoting the iron mines 
of his country, or in a benevo- 


lent one, the life and health of 


his 


PREFACE xv 


his fellow- creatures, yet I with 
his main deſign be not levelled at 
| braſs and copper, in order to diſ- 
credit thoſe noble monuments of 
antiquity, ſuch as coins, now 
remaining in theſe metals; and 
particularly as he lays the great- 
_ eſt ſtreſs upon the unwholeſome- 
neſs of the ruſt and verdegreaſe 
ſuffuſions, which make theſe 
coins ſo, very valuable. I ſhould 
be glad to find theſe appre- 
henſions of mine groundleſs ; 
but the fame indirect attack (in- 
viſible indeed to common eyes) 
we are told, has been made upon 
_ proteſtantiſm by father Hardhvin, 

and upon chriſtianity itſelf by 
Dr, M 1ddleton, 


But 


1 
5 
* 
= 
14 
1 
: 4 
' 
. 
= 
47 © 
1 4 
ied 
| 4 
. © 7 
it | 
1. 
& 
* 
q 
| | 


2 Pn 


xvi PRE F ACE. 


But to give a more explicit 
account of myſelf, and this 
Work, in the words of a great 


e of the N age. 


« It being my tot to be fixed 
*« in the Villa of WHEAT- 
FIELD; and finding that it 


* abounds with many curious 


© materials, which, if digeſted, 


e might be of uſe to preſent and 
future generations, I thought 
“ could not better employ my 
* leiſure hours, than in com- 


0 piling this book, which! now 
0 offer to the reader.“ 


« Tt might have been more 


the 


The PREFACE. xvi 
the pariſh had been n 
cc We aa 


In this laborious and toilſome 
© work,” [I cannot lament that 
alas!] the greateſt encourage- 
ments I have received, have 
been [only] repeated acts of be- 
1 neficence, and good prefer- 
% ment;” [for in truth I have 
not been favored even with ſuch 
trifles.] Nor in other reſpects 
< can I boaſt of much encourage- 
ment; for I have not [one] 
« ſubſcriber; and the expence 
of this book, even allowing 
wy nothing for my time and 
„ pains, every underſtanding 
« perſon may Judge. 


"Yor L, -B © * this 


viii The PREFACE. 
This want of due encourage- 

« ment hath retarded for ſome 
« time the publication of this 
« book, (while I was heſitating 
a whether I ſhould commit it to 
« the preſs or the flames) but 
< the world is no loſer by that 
 «« delay; fince it has afforded 

* me full leiſure, and oppor- 
4 kunity to perfect this work to 
<< the utmoſt of my power; 
[becauſe ſuch heſitations natural- 
ty promote uncommon diligence 
and application to perfect a book, 
equally poiſed, between the fire, 
and l the preſs.] 


: te By the advice of friends I 
have choſen to print it in” 
| Ryarts, 


The PREFACE. Xix 
Quarto, x © as the moſt com- 
8 © modious form; and though . 
* jt be but thin, it contains as 
much as might have been run 
out into a more bulky“ Oi 
« ava; . [becauſe one fourth of 
da ſheet contains two eights, 
and one fold of the paper 
more would Haden made the bulk 


juſt double. 1+ 


was $1 tb cuinitints Fembta # 
Uncle, quid, fupereſt* ? --triens:;== 85 
== redit uncia you ft ? 7 
| Semis, 5 25 | Hon. 


This Tran was firſt . in Quarto. 
5 1788. 


+ See the Preface to the Hiſtory, Sc. of 
6 e by P. M. printed at London 1748. 
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Extracts of Letters, &c. to 


4 the Auron and Eprron. 


— Cannot but congratulate 
I the preſent age, that ſuch 
à genius for antiquities is riſen 
amongſt us; from whoſe re- 
ſearches and diſcoveries the world 
may expect much publick ſer- 
vice, Made virtute to. 
1 A. N. 


1 Have read over your hiſtory, 
1 Ge. of WHEATFIELD, 
and next to that of Colcheſter in 


the 


. D 
2 9 


Extracts of Letters, &c. xxi. 
the year 1748, I think it the 
beſt, and moſt uſeful book that 
has been written, of many years,, 
upon that ſubje&.---I am certain 
your dedication can give no of- 
fence, though you had not ſpecial 

licence: I ſhould be proud of 
* 05 could it be transferred to B. C. 


on - Maſt not forget to thank 

1 you for the loan of your 
_ antiquities, &c, I hope you in- 
tend to make them publick ; the 
chain, as far as it continues 
whole, 1s excellently diſpoſed, 
and where broken, is happily 
amended by natural conjectures 
and your ſtile, like the emblem 
of your ſubject, ſerpit bums, as 

35 - 


xxii Extracts of Letters, &c. 
well as the beſt of your cotem= 
poraries. I wiſh, contrary to 
my expectations, the ungrate- 


ful world may pay you for your 
labours. „. 


To the unknown Author and 
Editor of the Hiſtory and An- 
tiquities of WHEAT FIELD. 
\FATURN, or time, no more 
ſhall Britons fear, 
Drawn are his teeth, and run is 
his career ; 
No longer fierce the alt 
| conſume, . 
Or duſty o'er the heroes nodding 
e PRIme x -* 
By you ſet free, and prompt at 
your command, 
Sce pillars, columns, arches 
cloud the land 


Extracts of Letters, &c. xxiii 


Heroes, that long in duſt and 
aſhes lay, 
Start from their tombs, and cry, 
come, come away. 
Yaqu give oblivion nought but 
trivial things, 
Songs to the fair, and birth-day 


odes to Kings, 


D. E. 


"Os the ſame. | 


LD Time, th your 
ſcythe, and your , 
and your glaſs, = 

Have a care of yourſelf, there' ; 
4. ſnake in the graſe. 3 


B 4 A 


* 


xxiv Extracts of Letters, &c. 
A ſnake, like the ſerpent in 
Mosks's hand, 
That will eat up your ſnake at 
the word of command. 
2 | E. F. 


| Ad Eundem. 
QUUM potris es ſechs tritis re- 
vocare nitorem, 

Heu! quondam forme priſca Co- 

rinna petit; 

Arts tua nil magni refſugit ; m 
ſeré, Corinne: 

| Denter, quos dempſti a tempore, 

Aientur ei. 
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A ” ES” 1 
Cum multis als. 
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„ THE 
HISTORY 
WHEATFIELD. 


Sales HE antient Villa or 
T pariſh of WHEAT- 
MEN FIELD lies on the 
ſouth-weſt part of the county of 
Suffolk, in the 52d degree, 12 
minutes of northern latitude, and 
diſtant from £9245 66 miles. 
It 
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26 The His roRv of 


_ ends at Higham in the ſaid county, 


In ſturam puram ailectior wag 


two of wood, over the Brett, 


the compaſs of 3 miles; beſides 


It ſtands upon the ſouth and eaſt 
fide of a lofty hill, gradually ri- 
ſing from the river Brett, which 
begins at a village called Bretten- 
ham, [a] Britonum willa, and 


where it empties itſelf into the 

Stour, the river that parts S 

folk from Efes; 3 

25 non alius per pin guia culta 
amnis. 


| There are no leſs number than = 
five bridges, three of brick, and 


and five water-mills, all within 


OH ps ra V 9s OS ITS 


2 


41 
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WIIEAT FIELD. 27 
a Ford called Overgang. proba- 
bly ſo named by the Scots, upon 
paſſing this river at that place; 
the word Gang being of [5] 
Scotiſh extraction. Theſe nu- 
merous communications were 
made for the ſake and convenience 
of carrying on the traffick of 
wheat, and the na leſs numerous 
mills (all of them to this day 
corn-mills) were erected with a 
view to the fame end; for it 
does not appear, from the oldeſt 
records, that ever any manufac- 
ture was eſtabliſhed here, or 
any where near, lo as to make 


Fils Village a thorough- fare. | 


[4] Johnſon's Pig. 


28 The HisToxy of 

So noted was this place, even 
ſince the conqueſt, that it ap- 
pears to have been made a guide 
or direction to the more obſcure 
villages adjacent; for in a char- 
tulary of the grants to St. John's 
abbey in Calcheſter, I find that 
Geoffrey de Ambli gave four acres 
of land at Elmſeff, near ſigno- 
tum per notum} WH EAT 
FIELD. 


_ _ Neithef poſt, coach, nor ſtage- 
waggon, ſet out from hence, 
nor are they in the leaſt wanted; 
for the waggons, tumbrels, 
and horſes of the place are al- 
way ſufficient to carry out tlie 
inhabitants and tlieir commadi- 
ties, as far as they have ever oc- 
OD caſion 


WHEAT FIELD. 29 
ſion to go; and the ſingle po- 
ſtage of a letter to London will 
amply pay a meſſenger to the ut- 
moſt extent of their correſpon- 

ence. ” / 


WIEATFIELD was called 
by the Romans VILLA FRUMEN- 
TARIA, and ſometimes, hyper- 
bolically, SICILIA BRITANNI- 
CA, for the excellency and plenty 
of wheat growing therein. The 
Saxons called it WPATEFELD, 
wpATE ſignifying wheat, and 
FELD field; which the moderns, for 
want of {kill in the Saxon tongue, 
miſtaking its etymology, now 
corruptly call WHATFIELD. 


There are not wanting learned 


men, I confeſs who adhere to 


the 
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2d The HIS Tory 6f 
the vulgar reading: and in ſup- 


port of it ſuppoſe; that the 
Saxons, out of ſurprize and a- 


mazement at the fertility of the 
place, cried out What Feld! 


and from that moment, accord- 
ing to the capricious and licen- 


tious nomination of men and 


things of thoſe times, called it 


| It appears to have been a 
Roman (tation, from the frequent 
(c) Foſſe in many parts of the 
Villa ; and by the “ coins often 

 plopgh'd d 


te Dion. Amm. Mar. 


* | Camden tells us, that from the time of 
Claudrus io that of Yalentizian, the Roman 
coin only was current in this nation. It is 


certain all the coiss ound bare begin and 


WHEATFIELD. zi 
plough'd up in a field called 
Ceaſſie field, to have been in their 

hands from the beginning of 
Claudiut to the death of Valenti- 
nian IIId; when the Roman 
eagle took its flight from Britain. 
There are no remains of the 
caſtle; but from the eminence 
and convenience of its ſituation; 
it was excellently adapted to 
overlook the Aratores in tilling 
the ground, and the Meſores in 
reaping and gathering in the 
harveſt : For which reaſon it 
ed >. wan 


; 
} 
N 
f 


end at thoſe Eras. Upon all the reverſes 
ure either CERES AUGUSTA er CERES 
FRUGIFERA, with emblems of wheat cars 
and Cornucopias, from which circumſtance 
1 collect that this particular money was 
coined for the ule of this village, and that 
ite currency probably never exceeded the 
boundaries of it. 9 
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32 The HIS TOR y of- 
was probably the (4) Caſtellum of 


a Prejectus Annone, or Frumen- 
tt. os 


Not a Roman Stadium to the 
weſt, there is a very uncouth 
declivity, and a pit, where, no 


doubt, was the Fornax calcaria, 


to make hme ior building the 


caſtle ; the ſoil being chalk, and 


the field called to this day, ac- 


cording to the Saxon tranſlation, 


CYLNFELD, KILN-FIELD. 


Toward the eaſt ſtands an e- 


difice emphatically called the 


Fornax : Here was erected a 
Fornax Lateraria, as appears 
| from 


[7] Roſin, Antiquit, 


W HEAT FIELD. 33 
from the excavations in many 
parts about it, (now converted 
into fiſh-ponds), and from the 
broken Roman Tegulz and La- 
teres, found frequently in the 
adjacent fields. 
Dart of the pariſh church is 
manifeſt? y Roman, but how much 
larger the ſtructure was, and for 
what uſe, is not ſo apparent: per- 
haps, as it lies upon the [e] Via 
Icenorum, it was a Horreum, or 
Granary; which ſuppoſition is 
much ſtrengthened by its ſubſe- 
quent uſe; for nothing could have 
induced the good biſhop to ſuffer a 
Heathen building to be conver- 
ted into a chriſtian church, but 


that particular circumſtance of 
Vor. I. C its 


(ei Ant. Itia, 
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Its having been a repoſitory for 

wheat; that grain being ſo often 
made uſe of ſymbolically to figni- 
fy ſomething much better. 

The parſonage-houſe, en- 
compaſied by a moat, is an 


ancient, tho' not a Roman build- 
Ing but it is not without ſome 


extraneous ornaments. of Roman 
architecture, pick'd up perhaps 
from the ruins of the /] temple 
erected to Claudius, which poſſibly 
ſtood in the ſame place, ſurround- 
ed with [g] water for the con- 
venience of ſacrificing. In a cor- 
nice of exquiſite workmanſhip, 
there is a large Roman C, and 
ſome imperfect figures of the 
date 


[/I Tac. Dien. [e] Eraſm. Adag. = 


WIEAT FIELD. 35 


date U. C, but the i ignorance of 
ſome modern inhabitant has de- 
faced it, either by prefixing the 
initial letter of his own chriſtian 
name, or by giving a ridiculous 


tail to another Roman C, ) in- 


ſcribed perhaps C. C. Claudius 


Cæſar) and ſo converting it into 
; whom, upon ſearching the 


_ pariſh regiſter, I take to have. 


been the ſimple. rector, one 
George Carter. 
In a garden of modern diſpo- 


ſition belon ging to the parſonage, 


formerly called the orchard, 
ſtands a Grecian temple, built 
according to the model Androni- 
cus Cyraſtes gave to the Atbeni- 


ans. It is an Octogon, ſupport- 


ed by eight Tonic pillars ; which 
WY order 


36 The HISTORY of 
order being ſacred to Bacchus; 
Apollo, Ceres, and Dinna, it 
was, no doubt, dedicated to one 
of thoſe deities ; and moſt pro- 
bably to Ceres, as it is ſurround- 
ed by ſome very rich land, and 
looks over a very fertile country; 
it being cuſtomary to build 
temples in the places molt agree- 
able to the deities: There 1s an 
inſcription upon the entablature 
of one of the pillars, that in- 
deed puts it paſt all diſpute ; for, 
though defaced in ſome letters, 
it 1s moſt eaſy and natural to fill 
it up with the name, &c. of 
that 5 CEPEPI S Ski r 
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of opinion, that this temple, a- 
mongſt other ſpoils of Greece, 
was brought to Rome, and after- 


by Claudius Ca ſar : But there 


ſcription upon it ; for Claudius 
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RERIS SUNT OMNIA MU- 
NOS TE 


Some learned antiquaries are 


wards tranſported to Britain, 
and placed, where it now ſtands, 


is one fatal objection to this ac- 
count, and that is the Latin in- 


was a ſcholar, underſtood Greek, 


8 3 | and 


+ Sunt pro ſumus. JI cannot but obſerve 
the great ingenuity of Claudius in his choice 
of this verſe from Ovid. It is not pick'd up, 
like modern quotations, from paſſages in all 
reſpects, but the mere words, foreign to the 
ſubject; but it is taken from a ſolemn 1nvo- 
cation upon the very deity to whom the 
tewple is dedicated. 


38 The HisTory of 
and valued antiquities, and 
would not have been guilty of 
ſuch an inconſiſtency as to write 
in Latin upon an ancient Grecian 
building: it is therefore much 
more probable, that this temple 
was built here according to the 
Grecian orders, and dedicated 
and inſcribed at the ſame time it 
was erected. It ſtands upon a 
very high hill, open to the [Z] 
riſing ſun, and the frontiſpiece is 
placed towards the weſt, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of moſt na- 
tions, who worſhipped upon the 
Ii] tops of mountains, with their 
faces to the eaſt. Near this 
temple grow oak, yew, and box- 
trees, 


£3] Vitruv. 


F;] Archbiſhop Potter Lycoph adverſ. 42. 
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trees, planted there with a view | 


to repair, or refit the deity with- 
in; for we are told that amongſt 
the ancient Greets, their ſtatues 


were made of [4] wood, and 


that [I] cypreſs, cedar, oak, aſh, 


yew, and box trees were uſed 


for that purpole. 


l F elices populi quorum noſcuntur i in 


 hortis 
Numina,----- 7 


This temple is made of wood 
and plaiſter, and therefore cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be the identical 
temple firſt erected here; though _ 
the orders have been very exactly 


preſcrved; but, like the Royal 


C4 Sovereign, 


I] Plutarch, [ij Pauſan. 
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The modeſty of modern times 


40 The HISTORY of 
Sovereign, [] has been built 


and rebuilt till ſcarce a plank 18 


left of the original ſtructure. 


The pavement is teſſellated, 


Muſaic, corruptly called Ms ſaic 


45 work. 


There were many imperfect : 
letters and words upon ſome” 


Scam na, or benches, diſpoſed in 


different parts of the garden, 


which more than hint to us that 


obſcene God Priapus had a ſta- 
tue erected to him in one of the 


fruit quarters; for the Priapeia 
Carmina have le haut Goilt de 
Haleté, which diſcriminates them 


from all other Carmina whatever. 


has 
(-] Burch. Nav. I iſt. 


WHEATFIELD. 47 
has reſolved the doubt, Cum faber 
tncertus Scamnum faceretne Pri- 
fun, in favour of decency, by 


converting, and as it were re- 


turning ths mnutile ignum to its 
native purpoſes; ; and I wiſh the 


learning of modern times alſo 
had been able to read, becauſe it 


would certainly have eraſed the 


. hithy inſcriptions : However I 


have had intereſt enough to pre- 


vail with the preſent poſſeſſor, 


upon convincing him of their 
obſcenity, by the help of a 
dictionary, to demoliſh them all. 
No traces, no legible apendages 
of this beaſtly deity remain in the 
garden. The fame cannot be 
affirmed of the Villa; for the 
alles, aich were at urſt intro- 


duced 
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! duced to furniſh out a conſtant 
{ ſupply of victims to him, are 
| now, upon the ceſſation of an- 
| nual maſſacres, ſo increaſed as to 
1: be nuſances to the whole neigh- 
[ bourhood ; and unleſs ſome o- 


| ther friendly cauſe of the ſame 
facrifices be invented to reduce 
their number, they will, tis 
feared, in time over-run the 
whole kingdom. The naked- 
neſs of the boys and girls, wo 
are the Formido avium at certain 
ſeaſons of the year, I do not 
_ conſider as a tincture of Priapiſin, 
or want of modeſty, but real 
want of cloathing. 
In a ſhady and obſcure part of 
the ſame garden, there remains 


very entire a Gothic arch, built 
with 


— os ae Ea. 
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with black flints, and directly 


over the center of the arch is 


placed an angel, in a full-bot- 


tom'd wig, cloathed with a 


veſtment of many folds, tied 
together by a bandage, not un- 
like what our clergy call a ſaſh, 
with wings fully expanded, bear- 
ing, and, as it were, preſenting 


with both hands, a ſhield, Pearl. 


a Feſſe, Sable, between three* 
Garbes, or, ſuppoſed to have 


been deviſed according to the 


properties, and name of the 


pariſh, W HEATFIELD. This 


herald angel ſeems to have been 
commiſſioned 


[el Card, is a Sheaf of Corn. Pele ad 


caput ejus frumenti manipulo quem patria lingua 


Seaf (Sceaf) dicimus, Ga. lice vero Gar bam, M. 


Welt. 
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| | commiſſioned by the ſame ſuper- 

| ſtition that employ'd the like fort 

| of miniſter to preſent the arms 

1 of France to + Clovis, the firit 
| cariftian king of that nation. 

f I deliver this conjecture as 
=: ſuch, and do by no means 285 

| | it to be matter of. fact; 

l cautionary diſtruſt not ſo ek 

lyacknowledg'd by antiquaries ; 
. for one of theſe gentlemen, after 
1 telling us, that Helena upon dig- 

1 Ing for a foundation for a church, 

1 RE found 

| | 4 L'on tient par miracle que la Sainte 

| 1 Ampvule dom l'on le ſert au ſacre de 12s ſuc- 

1 ceſſeurs luy fut envoyée du Ciel auſſi bien 
1 | que Pauriflame ou etendart de guerre, & les 

| | | fleurs de lys armes de roys de. Frande, parce 


1 gu'il port cu auparavant éœité! e au 1 & 4. 

q | d'azur a trois diaademes d'or au 2, & 3 d'ar- 
1 gent a 3: craprux de Sinoplh. Hittoir & 
Frances. 
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found three Croſſes, very round- 


ly afferts, that for this very 
« reaſon it is, that the [u] arms 


* of Colcheſter are a (one) Crojs 


* between three Crowns or Co- 


% ronets.” Whereas it is much 
more probable, that theſe arms 
owe their being to the miracu- 


lous Cro/s and Crown exhibited 


to Conſtantine, which he wore 
afterwards in his ſtandard, his 
ſhield, and his banner; to which 


monkiſh ſuperſtition might add 


two crowns more, for the fake 
of the ſacred number. In ſhort, 
the Croſs, as the general emblem 


of chriſtianity, the croſs in the 


thield of St. George, the croſs 


as 


| [z] Hiſt. of Colch, page 34. 
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as the badge of the croſſed. or 
crouched friers of the monaſtery 
of HolyCroſs founded at Colcheſter, 
in the year 1244, without 
the aid of this abſurd ridiculous 
ſtory of Helena, might, any of 
them, more probably give arms 
to Colcheſter. Three crowns were 
once the arms of Britany, three 

| Crowns are now part of the 

arms of the Sinners company, 
three triple Crowns are the arms 
of the Drapers company ; and 
one, two, or three Crowns are 
common arms to ſocieties of 
men incorporated by royal charter. 
But I forget myſelf; Helena did 
not find three Crowns, or Co- 
ronets, with the three croſſes, 


though cc for this very reaſon, 
| _ 


* = — — — TE 
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they engroſs the major part of 
the ſhield--Riſum teneatis amici? 
Another of theſe gentlemen, 

as full of the ſame flat unnatural 
imagination, and as peremptory 
in his concluſions from it, tells 
us, that the [o] arms of Dover 
are an highway man on horſe- 
back, robbing a man on foot; 
whereas in fact, they are St. 
Martin on horſeback pulling off 
his cloak to give it a beggar on 
foot: that very St. Martin to 
whom a church was built at Can- 
terbury, ſo early as the time of 
the Romans, according to [2] 
Bede. 


le] Ws. Notitia Parliament. pag. 71. 
[p] Bede Hiſt, Ecclef, lib, 2 chap. 26. 
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I ſhould not have ſaid thus 
much upon ſo trifling a ſubject, 
if I was not under ſome appre- 
henſions that the forgeries and 
legerdemain of the 15th century 


are reviving and practicing at 
5 this time; ; and that the ſpirit of 
the monk of Vilerbo has taken 


up his habitation in ſome Britiſh 
earthly tabernacles; for a late 
attempt upon Milton was as im- 


pudent and daring, as Annits's 
publication of Beroſus Manetho, 


Metaſtenes, Archilochus, &c.-- 
Ar.d not only authors, but mo- 
numents of antiquity have been 
alſo counterfeited, as appears 


from ſome very modern i Hiven- 


tions, as well as from many in 
Gruter' collection of inſcriptions. 


WHEATFIELD. 49 
In whatever age, whether 1 500, 
1600 or 1748, men grow inquiſi- 
tive into matters of antiquity, 
men of more learning, and bet- 
ter invention, immediately ſet 


themſelves to work, to gratiſy 
their curioſity ; and ſuch things 


are ſo greedily ſwallow'd by the 


leſs judicious, it is almoſt im- 


poſſible to convince them of the 


impoſture. I beg pardon for 


this digreſſion. 
The Gothic arch deſcribed a- 
bove, i 1s not ſepulchral, but mere- 
ly monumental, and is probably 
a Cenotaphium to the memory, 
or to quiet the Munes of ſome 
Briton who deſerved well of a- 
griculture. 
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On the more weſtern ſide of the 
Villa lies a Cretarium, which was 
a [9] Locus Sepulture ; and by 
the poſition of the many large 
bodies found there, it appears to 
have been made fince the eſta- 
bliſhment of chriſtianity by the 
emperor Conſtantine; for they 
all lie with their faces to the 
eaſt; an exactneſs that could 
ſcarcely have been obſerved, in 
the more unſettled times of that 
religion; and there are no figns 
of their having been turned 
fince their firſt interment. A 
thigh-bone of uncommon ſize 
was lately dug up in an adjoining 
village, which an ingenious an- 


EE tiquary 
[4] Rofin, Antig 
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tiquary obtained, by giving his 
promiſſory note to return it upon 
demand of the proper owner. 

About the center of the Villaä, 
there is a large field, in which 
moſt probably the feaſts, the 
Statroe Ferie on the 7th of the 
kalends of May, to Robigus, and 
from him called Robigalia, were 
celebrated: they were inſtituted 
to invoke the aid of that 
deity [r] ad arcendam a ſatis 
Rubiginem, &c. At theſe feaſts, 
as at the Saturnalia, intem- 
perance, and all kind of licen- 
tiouſneſs had their full ſwing ; 
ſo that in early times that con- 
fuſion of ſenſe, and debility of 

D 2 limbs 


L] Varr. Plin; 
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limbs which intoxication occa- 


ſions, was called a Robigation, 


or ſometimes a Robigilation. 
Theſe feaſts are now obſolete and 


_ unobſerved, but there is another 


to Ceres at the ending of harveſt, 


which always concludes, if 1 
may be allowed the expreſſion, 


with a Robigation From hence 
ſuperſtition has poſſeſſed the in- 
habitants, that drunk or ſober, it 
is impoſſible to find the way out 
of this field in the dark, but 


that every one, that is ſo hardy 


as to make the experiment, ts 
Roiblet-led; by which they 
mean led by ſome ghoſt or phan- 
tom ; Whereas in truth nothing 
at firſt was intended, but only 


that thoſe who had dipp'd too 


deep 


WHEAT FIELD. z 


deep in the pleaſures of feſtivity, 


and could not walk, were Robi- 


_ gated, or Robigaleded, when they 


could not get out of the field. 
This inſtitution, pious in it- 

ſelf, was adopted by Mamercus 

| biſhop of Vienne, afterwards by 


Sidanius biſhop of Clermont, and 


in the beginning of the ſixth cen- 
tury, the firſt council of Orleans 
appointed that it ſhould be year- 
ly obſerved to the true God. At 
the Reformation, when all pro- 

ceſſions were aboliſhed, yet for 


retaining the perambulations of 


the circuits of pariſhes, it was 
ordained that people ſhall once 
a year, at the time accuſtomed, 
aſſemble together to give thanks 
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to God for the increaſe and a- 


bundance of the fruits upon the 


face of the earth, and go the 
circuit of their ſeveral pariſhes; 


which uſage 1s {till kept up, but, 


T am afraid, the religious part is 


generally neglected; for inſtead 
of men's returning thanks, they 
are too commonly engaged in 


filching and purloining, here 


and there, a little piece of land 


from their neighbours ; and the 


day ends too frequently with an 
abuſe of thoſe very creatures for 
which they ſhould return thanks. 
There are [] Di/ci, Sympuvie, 


and Pateræ, to be met with in 


almoſt every houſe, but they are 
5 not 
I] Text. Roſin. Antiq, 
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not put to very religious uſes. 


Fibulæ are very rare, or unno- 
ticed; owing, probably, to the 
confined idea men have of the 
rotundity of a Button; whereas 


the roman Fibula was of various 
forms: I have lately been favor'd 


with a fight of one by a lady: 
it is about three inches long, 


regularly taper'd, and ſharp 


pointed; in all reſpects like the 
roman Fibulæ found at [t-] Ri 


cheſter in Lancaſhire, except the 


curvature. By the devices en- 
graved on it, viz the Arcus and 


Sagittæ, it ſeems to have been 
a pin of the modeſt Goddeſs 
Diana; -Subnectit fibula veſtem. 
4 It 


{s] Leigh Hiſt. Lancaſh, 


3 - The HisTory ; bf 
It has a ſmall eye at the larget 
end, as the Roman Acus, thro' 
which ſomething of lace or bob- 
bin might be drawn (asanail thro' 
the [] linch-pin of an axletree, 
to keep the wheel on) that the 
Fibule might not at any time 
ſlip out, #nd expoſe the naked- 
neſs of that chaſte deity. I ſhall 
not diſpute it with the learned, 
if they chooſe to ſuppoſe, that 
this is a Fibula Chirurgica ; and 
that the Arcus and Sagite are ag 
well emblems of Apollo, the 
God of phyſick ; though ſuch an 
explanation ſubjects the faculty 
to idle jokes, and reflections ; 
EO and 


la] Vitra. 
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and it had certainly been more 
decent, if not more juſt, to have 
given emblems of his healing, 
rather than of his murdering ca- 
pacity. This inſtrument pro- 

bably the Pollinctores made uſe 
ob to lard the dead bodies, it had 
killed, with the more ftringy, 
though unctuous ſorts of ſpices. 
It is now uſed, O Tempora] O 
 Mores ! as a bodkin. 
There are but two names re- 
maining in the Villa of Roman ex- 
traction; / vig. ) the Risfill family, 
probably decended from that fop 
Rufillus recorded by Horac? ; but 
it ismuch departed from all idle 
taſte of eſſences and perfumes : 
and the Vince family, from thoſe 

1 hardy 
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58 _ TheHisTory of 
hardy people the Veientes, [a 


or Vincentes, as they ſhould be 
called, ſo early incorporated 


with the Romans: And much 


of that robuſtneſs continues in 
this athletic family. 
After the departure of the 


| Romans, and upon the irruption 


of the Scots and Pris, this 
village was again made a ſettle- 
ment of the enemy ; [x] but 
they proved leſs cruel and op- 


preſſive than was expected; for 
when they had filled their 
hungry bellies, they laid them- 


ſelves down at their eaſe, and 


gave little moleſtation ; for the 
ancient inhabitants, obſerving 


the 


[ww] Liv. [x] Gild. Bed. 
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the pacific power of plenty and 
fullneſs, took care to avail 
themſelves of it; and accord- 

ingly appointed * officers, not 
unlike the keepers of wild beaſts, 
to ply them, whenever they 
ſeem'd reſtleſs, with dumpling z 
the Jertium guid of chymical 
cookery, from thoſe two fimple 
ingredients, meal and water, 
Gi/das, indeed, that forrowful 
hiſtorian, with a peculiar pro- 
penſity to turn every thing into 
lamentation, deduces their ſa- 
vageneſs and cruelty from ſome 
innocent poſts, erected for a dif- 
ferent purpoſe, by ſuppoſing 
them engines and gibbets of tor- 
ture, for the poor natives of this 
place, But a late eminent an- 


tiquary, 


60 The His rok of 
tiquary, though he has not given 
us the true uſe of them, has cer- 
tainly led us to it. He fancies 
from an old manuſcript, that 
theſe were mile and rubbing 
poſts; and then with an imagi- 
nation as airy as New- Market it- 
ſelf, talks of matches and 
king's plates being run for on 
this two mile courſe ; not con- 
ſidering, that if the foil has con- 
tinued from the flood, in the 
. ſtate it is now in, it was always 
too deep and heavy for ſuch di- 
verſions. Tis much more pro- 
bable that worms or mould have 
robb'd his manuſcript of two 
letters & C, and that it was /crub- 
bing inſtead of rubbing poſts ; a 
contrivance not leſs politic than 
the 
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WHEATFIELD. or 
the other of feeding their enemies; 
Optimus, quos paſcere et ſeabere, eſt 
W For naturaliſts inform 

that cutaneous diſtempers, 
even thoſe that ſpring from 
poverty of blood, are always in- 
flamed by high living; and that 
a thriving is conſtantly an itch-. 


ing condition; a ſenſation ſo 


pleaſing with, and ſo intolerable 
without ſcratching, that inſtin& 
has directed brute beaſts under 
fuch titillations to aſſiſt one a- 
nother; and from thence comes 


the Latin proverb, Seabunt mu- 
tuo Muli. 


The religion of theſe people 
did by no means require temples, 
and their want of taſte and ele- 

gance made them quite indiffe- | 
rent 
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rent about the order of their other 
buildings; ſo that the hutts 
they erected, which are the 
greater part now ſtanding, are 
rather dormitories, than houſes 


of any other accommodations. 


They left behind them no good, 


nor, indeed, wicked cuſtoms ; 


but many that were clownith and 


indelicate : Such as blowing the 
noſe without a handkerchief, --- 
fitting down to dinner without 
a table-cloth,---and doing the 


occaſions of nature over a rail, or 


a battling. They leſt no NV 


trums but what were culinary, 


ſuch as how to make ſrumentary, 


and haſty pudding, and no diſ- 
temper, but the itch, for which 
they will be alway had in remem- 


brance, 
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brance. Many of theſe people, 
enamoured with the plenty, and 
change of diet, peaceably ſet- 
tled here, and ſome of their 
poſterity are ſtill remaining in 
the village. Of the firſt, are 

the Tohnftouns, the Stewards, 
and a numerous family, provin- 
cially called, Scots, who com- 
ing in a hurry left their proper 
names behind them. Of the 
ſecond, are the Greens, the 
| Browns „and the O/vorn family, 
which latter, though written 
with an O, according to the broad 
pronunciation of thole people, 1s, 
orthographic? ally, Ajvorn, a word 
ſynonimous to naked. To the 
Pils we are indebted for the 
© Bay ber ry, the Saffiow, the Woad,. 

| and 
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and the Madder, ſo uſeful, and 
even neceſſary, in dying. 
The Saxons ſucceeded next, 
who, coming by [)] invitation of 
the Britons; and as friends and 
allies, were neither formidable 
to the village, nor, at firſt, in- 
Jurious to it; but rather ſet out 
as benefactors, correcting ſome 
errors, and filling up ſome omiſ- 
ſions their predeceſſors had been 
guilty of. But this peaceable 
and improving ſpirit laſted a very 
little time; for as ſoon as their 
treacherous leader concluded a 
peace with the Pz&s, this little 
detachment, Regis ad exemplum, 
dealt as treacherouily with the 
natives 


[3] Gil. Bed. 
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natives of this village; enter- 
ing into leagues and cabals with 
the Scots and Pics now ſettled 

here: and had it not been for 
the many Foe and intrench- 
ments of the Romans which the 
natives were luckily poſſeſſed of, 
they had been totally extirpated. 
But in proceſs of time theſe ani- 
mo. ties ceaſed, and indeed a 
perfect amity commenced be- 
tween the two people : the 
Britons returned to the plough, 
and tilling the ground, and the 
Saxons buſied themſelves in me- 
chanical employments. They 
made doors to the hutts erected 
by the Scots and Pi#s, built 
chimnies which the former never 
heard of, and made windows 
> FOEs $ E Which 
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which they never wanted They 
carved huge columns for bedpoſts 
and emboſſed bread-and cheeſe 
cupboards; ſet tables upon mag- 
nificent pillars, and chairs upon 
cloven feet. They prayed a fa- 
culty for building a church, and 
another for liberty to make 
uſe of the [2] Roman Horreum 
as a part; both which they ob- 
_ tained for the cuſtomary fees, ſo 
_ religiouſly due, upon Deodands - 
And that ſtately ſtructure, all but 
the ſteeple, whichis now the pariſh 


church, is the pious effect of 


thegood biſhop's indulgence, and 
the Saxons devotion. The al- 
moſt angular arched. door-ways, 


the 


[z] Ccd. Theed, de Pagar ĩs. 
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the loaded windows with gout y 
pillars and Gothic devices, like 
ſo many centinels placed there to 
keep the light out, the Harpies 
to hang hats on, and the devil's 
faces on the cieling to turn our de- 
votion into horror; the Dragons 
ſpouting water without, and the 
Dolphins breathing the holy-fire 
within, are all "the unnatural 
invention of the Saxons. 
'There are, at leaſt, two Saxon 
families now in the village, viz. 
the Edgars and the Cuthberts ; 
the firſt, though deſcended from 
the king of that name, is no 
more than a poor day-labourer ; 
and the latter's vaſt poſſeſſions 
here are reduced to a ſmall farm 
of ten pounds per ann. Such is 
. 5 the 
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the inſtability of human greatneſs, 
ſo averſe are the laws of provi- 
dence to a perpetuity of carthly 
grandeur ! | 
The [a] Danes were not long. 
landed in this iſland, before they 
ſent a detachment to ſecure this 
important village; and they en- 

tered it on the ſouth ſide, at 
a gate called, to this day, for that 
reaſon, Enter-Lond- Gate; as a 
memorial of their entrance upon 
the land of wheat and plenty at 
that very place: But they were 
not ſo eaſily admitted, as the 
former depredators had been; 
the Britons, the Scots, and 
Pics, 


[#] Sim, Dum; Florent. 
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Picis, and the Saxons joining 
forces, and with great unanimi- 

ty oppoſing them. There are 
ſeveral round hillocks, which 
was the uſual form of a Daniſh 
intrenchment, caſt up in differ- 
ent parts of the village; now, 
indeed, called Mill-hills, through 
miſtake, or perhaps with 0 
propriety ; becauſe ſome wind- 
mills may, ſince thoſe times, 
have been erected upon them, 
 Hew long they lay in this ho- 
ſtile manner, and whether they 

forced their way, or entered 
uponcapitulation, neither William 
of Malmſbury, nor Matthew of 
We eſeminſier inform us; but cer- 
tain it is, they ſtaid long enough 


3 to 
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to fix ſome of their language; 
ſuch as GRAVE from P pape 
Zegere, to cover, and GAFFER 
from rAreke which ſignifies 
maſter ; a word in ſuch general 
uſe here, that, within the ſpace 
of thirty years, there was but one 
man, except the parſon, that 
was ever accoſted by any other 
term of ſalutation. The ſame 
may be ſaid of GAMMER 8 
miſtreſs. 
There are no buildives w we can 
ſtyle Daniſh, nor any remains of 
their mechanick abilities, except 
a few [h] grave rails, laid over 
ſome perſons of Daniſb extraction; 
and theſe are ill proportioned, 
and 


[5] Ingulph. 


WHEATFIELD. 571 


and needleſsly inform us of their 


uſe, by confuſed repreſentations 


of hour-glaſſes, ſcythes, ſkulls 


and ſkeletons. The Danes gave 


the bells to the church, as appears 


from the only legible word on 
them i, Gud Which ſignifies 
God. 

In a parloar belonging to a 
farm-houſe called the Rootery, 


there was a remarkably large 


dormer of cheſnut, and about 
the middle of it, the following 
inſcription cut with a knife or a 


chizzel; which, for the fake of 


the latter date's being a Danish 
period, I ſhall examine in this 
place. The inſcriptioa was, 
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WARTER. IOHN. C. I. T. 
8. 449. D. B. M. W. T. 994. 
It has been ſeen by many anti- 
quaries, and their ſentence has 


been always, that one TOHN 


WATER, a blockhead, that 
did not know his heels from his 
head, and could not ſpell his 
own name, was the author of it; 
and the initial letters,, or abbre- 
vations and dates have been con- 
fidered as the reveries of an idle 
head, or a fortuitous hand ; to 
which opinion I have always 
ſubſcribed ; but reading lately, 
upon a tombſtone in a neigh- 
bouring church-yard a monu- 

mental 
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mental inſcription * of very 


modern date, with abbreviations 


like ſome of thoſe before de- 


ſcribed, I was encouraged to 


attempt a ' ſolution a ſecond 
time. D. B. M. W. T. by the 
help of this clue, I ſoon ſound to 
ſignifſy Done. By. Me. William,. 
T-----ſuppole Turner, tor per- 
haps it is the humour of this fa- 


mily to abbreviate in this man- 


ner. By the fame light I difſe 
covered that WAR TER. IOHN 


did not cut the inſcription, but 
Was 


+ Here lyeth reed the body of 


Mrs. Francis Forthe, who departed this 


Life the zoth of September, 172 5. 
Aged 78 Years, 
„„ "9 © Ub O8 
Dene By Me John Turner, 
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was recorded by it. I next con- 
ſidered what remarkable Era 


449 was; ard found it was the 


very year VORTIGERN ſtruck 
a league with Hengiſt the Saxon, 
C. I. T. 8, I then fancied, fig- 
nified Called. In. The Saxons, but 


what to do with WARTER. 


IOHN, I knew not, write and 


| ſpell him how you will; becauſe 


no man of that name is mention- 


cd in the hiſtory of thoſe times. 
At laſt, by frequently repeating 


WARTER IGHN, I diſcover- 
ed the ſound of VORTIGERN; 
and that name ſuiting, both the 
firſt abbrevations, and the date, I 
concluded the author, through 


ignorancc, or punning, or Anig- 


matic Ingenuity, which are 
much 
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much alike in their operations, 
has inveloped and perplexed the 
thing, but muſt mean Prince 


VORTIGEREN. 
But be the fate of this decy- 


phering what it will, 'tis certain 


the dates, which are very plain, 
and no ways conjectural, may be 
of uſe towards clearing up the 


Ara when numeral figures, or 


Arabian characters, came firſt 
into uſe in England; or, at leaſt 


towards proving, that they were 


uſed before the years 1250 or 
1200, contrary to the aſſertions 


of father Mabillon and Gerard 


J. Vaſſius; for this numeral 


date 994, added to the famous 
date at Colcbeſter 1090, taken 
notice 
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notice of by [c] Mr. Thomas Luf-- 
hin of that town, and to that 
other of A. Do. M*. 133, at 
Helmdon in Northamptonſhi re by 
[4] Dr. John Wallis, are not to 


be condemned as forgeries, be- 
le] cauſe a learned man has ſaid, 
= Mcbillon and Vaſſius were too 
good judges to be impoſed 
upon in the Ara of numerals.” 
There are numerous branches 
of one- Daniſh family, vi. the 
Garrolds, {till remaining in the 
village, remarkable only for the 
wideneſs of their mouths, and 
the undeviating poverty of their 
N 
i] Phil. Tranſat. Aug. 1699. No. 2558. 
No, 154 
[4] Phil, Tranſadt. Dec. 1683. 
[-] Jeb's Biblioth, Literaris 
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condition, for 'tis ſaid, that 
from their firſt ſettling here in 


the year 1017, to the preſent 


year 1758, there never was one 


of them worth a ſhillling. 


Some awkward cuſtoms, or 
habits remain in the village, 
which ſeem to be of Saxon ex- 
traction, but not being certain 


whether they may not be Daniſh, 


I ſuſpended my account of them 
till I had taken notice of ſome 
ſmall traces and remains of the 


Danes : I ſhall now leave it to 
the judgment of the reader to 
aſcribe them to either, or toboth,. 


as his greater {kill in the hiſtory 


and cuſtoms of thoſe times and 
nations ſhall incline him. TI calk 
them Hanne or r Habits, Ae 
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they were no other at firſt 4 but 
I mean thoſe ſuperinductions in 
the progeny, which they derive, 
not by imitation, but from the 
very loins of their progenitors ; 
for as cuſtom is proverbially call- 
ed ſecond nature, ſo when uni- 
formly practiſed through two or 
three generations, it becomes a 
part of the firſt in later poſterity. 
The cuſtom of holding the 
wig on- with the left hand, 
while the hat is taken off with 
the right, is an inbred caution 
derived from their anceſtors, who 
wore [] wool-wigs, which ad- 
hered to the cap, and could not 
be ſeparated without the utmoſt 
care 


J Blaſi. Epiſe. Relig. vulgo voc. Flocculi. 
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care; but now hats and hair- 
wigs are in faſhion, which are 
generally well lubricated with 
oil, or hogs-lard, there ſeems 
to be no occaſion for it, --- The 
cuſtom of carrying their own [g] 
knives to an entertainment, and 
refuſing to make uſe of the knives 
laid upon the table, is an inbred 
caution derived from their an- 
ceſtors, Who, in thoſe unſettled 
times, probably ſulpecing the 
knives of their hoſt might be in- 
fidiouſly blunted, carried their 
own, in caſe of a {ſurprize.--- 
The cuſtom of ſetting the knife 
bolt upright upon the table, as 
ſoon as it has cut a mouthful, is 
an inbred poſture of defence de- 

rived 
[eg] Howii op. 
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rived from their anceſtors, who. 
made knives weapons to guard 
themſelves, and to be ſurcty for 


their friends, that they ſhould 
receive no harm while they were 


drinking*---The cuſtom of cat- 
ing without a fork, is an in- 
bred habit derived from their 
anceſtors, who would not in- 
cumber both hands at a time; 
but is now a uſeleſs piece of ſlo- 
venneſs; and yet, as Horace ſays, 


Naturam expellas furca tamen uſ- 
que recurret, 

for 

1 0 T his cuſtom in pletoing one in drinking, 

(i. e.) to be ſarety for his ſafety at that time, 

was Occaſioned by the practice of the Danes, 

who frequently uſed to ſtab, or cut the 


throats of one another, while * te TC 
drinking. | 
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for they will throw them down 
as faſt as you lay them. The 
cuſtom of ſitting at arm's length 
from the table, is an inbred diſ- 


tance derived from their an- 


ceſtors, whoſe gouty legs to their 
tables would not ſuffer men to 


come nearer ; but in theſe more 


modern andſhapeable times quite 
unneceſſary. _ 
That theſe were. the prudent 


and even neceſſary cuſtoms of 
their Saxon or Daniſh anceſtors, 
or both, is very evident; and 


that they were delivered down 
to their poſterity in the channel 
J have mentioned, ſeems very 


probable ; for nothing but the 


force of firſt, or ſecond nature, 
which goes its own way, in 
Voll. F defiance 
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defiance of faſhion or ridicule, 
could continue cuſtoms, now ſo 
apparently unneceſſary, trouble- 
ſome, and indelicate. 
Nothing ſince the conqueſt of 
this iſland by the duke of Norman- 
dy, commonly called WILLIAM 
the conqueror, has happened to 
this village in particular; in 
general he, and, for his ſake, 
His anceſtors, ſeem to have been 
great favorites here, as well as 
all over England. The famous 
' Clameur de HA-RO is a proof 
of it ; for, though now fallen a- 
mong carters and ploughmen, 
and by them converted into a 
language, like pedlar's French, 
HA, HO, HAYT), HO, &c. 
to their horſes, it was at firſt an 
in- 
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invecation, by all ranks of men 


upon duke ROLLO, under any 
difficulties, even by 
themſelves, when their waggons 


were et in bad roads; RO be- 


ing a current and eſtabliſhed ab- 
breviation of the duke's name. 
The invocation was [5] HARO 
al aide, mon Prince ! The latter 
part of which has been here, 
[laces intra muros peccatur et ex- 


tra) as well as elſewhere, pro- 


fan'd, by a very falſe interpre- 


tation, to ſome little curſes and 
imprecations; it being, almoſt 


a general, belief among the vul- 
gar, that when men ſpeak French, 


F2 or 


{3] Falle Acc. of Jerſeys 


carters 
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or any Outlandiſh Linguo, they 

fwear, or talk bawdy. 8 
The Corfew bell is not rung 

here, becauſe there is not one in 

the ſteeple that has voice enough 


to beheard throughout the pariſh; 


but the order and cuſtom is ob- 
ſerved by all the better ſort ; the 
poor, by a fatality that runs 
through their whole oeconomy, 
are the only people that burn 
fire and candle after eight o'clock 
at night; by which mifmanage- 
ment they waſte a penny to earn 
an half-penny, if they work ; but 
too often their farthing candle 
ſerves only to make darkneſs vi- 
ſible for much worſe purpoſes.-- 
For this reaſon I have often 
thought, that if E would 
order 


— . . IE I SAGE err r 4 1 1992 ey, 
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order the Corfew bell to be rung, 


or a bell-man to go round every 
pariſh, at eight at night, 
throughout the kingdom, (in- 
ſtead of diſturbing us in our 


beds at twelve or one in the 
morning) with a Veto efſe tale 
Luminis commercium, put out 


your lights, at every man's door, 
who does not pay Scot and Lot, 
it would be better for the poor, 
for their neighbours, and for the 
commonwealth. 


The preſent ſtate of this pariſh 


differs nothing from the ancient 
in point of fruitfulneſs. The 
people by intermarriages, and 
other ways, have paſſed through 


ſo many combinations, that they 


are all et down under the com- 


mon 


. Wn IB ere er > 
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mon denomination of Eng), b. 


They are chriſtians, as appears 
moſt evidently from the pariſh 


| regiſter; and all of them, when 
they do not ſtay at home, go to 


the fame place of worſhip ; ex- 
cept one, who. retain- 


ing ſome tenets of his Br:tifh- 


Paganiſm, pays his devotions 
under an oak, or a walnut-tree, 
with a modern Druid, every 


ſabbath-day.---There have been 


but two houſes erected of late 


years; the one ſeemingly con- 


trived by Eli, a Jew-chriſtian 
family ſettled here; for it is 
built without a ſtair-caſe, upon. 


the Jeuiſb model of climbing. 


not walking up, to bed. The 
other I know not by whom; but 


it 
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if is upon a very inhoſpitable 


plan (quite contrary to the 


tempers of the late inhabitants) 
for the chimnies are ſo placed, 
it is difficult to get in at the 


door.--- The prevailing taſte runs 
much upon building temples to 


Cloacina, and Menageries for 


wild-boars ; ſtructures in them- 
{elves beautiful, but at the ex- 
| pence of that noble Roman way, 
the Via Icenorum that leads 


through the pariſh, which they 


narrow and obumbrate.---The 


morals of the people are like the 


morals of other men, of the 
ſame rank; not the worſe per- 
haps for the advice of their par- 


jon, of whom they ſeem to en- 
tertain a tolerably good opinion. 


The 
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in them of all kinds. 
made himſelf pools of water, 
to water therewith the trees; 
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The parſon * has begot himſelf 
children, made himſelf gardens 
and orchards, and planted trees 


He hath 


and he has had poſſeſſion of great 
cattle above all that were in 


WHEATFIELD before him. 


=--VALEAT RES LUDICRA=== 


This paſſage alludes to the reQor's nu- 


merous family of nine children To his love 


for gardens and plantations—To his making 


ſome ſmall pieces of water, and to his very 


accidental breeding and feeding a large bul- 
lock, this * after ſale, was made a ſhew of. 
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A Letter to the Author, and 
his Anſwer on à late Diſ- 


covery of a piece of An- 


tiquity 3 written before 
the Hiſtory of WuraT- 


FIELD Was publiſhed. 


3 i Brother, 


OR ſuch 1s the familiar ftyle 


of antiquaries, your inge- 


nious diſcourſe on the antiquities 


of Wheatfield, which I had late- 


ly the ſatisfaction of peruſing, 
Vor. I, * merits 


ww 


„ 
merits the higheſt commenda- 
tions; and I know not whether 
to prefer your induſtry in ſeareh- 
ing out, or your ſagacity in ex- 
- plaining them. This however 
I dare venture to affirm, that all 
adepts in that venerable icience, 
wou'd think themſelves highly 
favor'd by its publication; and 
doubt not but it wow'd ſoon 
eclipſe that valuable performance 
of Kennet upon the ſame ſubject. 
But to demonſtrate my ſenſe of 
its worth more ſubſtantially, I 
muſt beg leave to inform you, 
that I have already begun a cot- 
lection of the like fort in my own 
_ pariſh ; and only wiſh for equal 
abilities to conduct it in the ſame 
maſter] y way. Give me leave 
then 


1 


then in ar to recommend my- : 


{elf to your favour, to communi- 
cate the fortunate diſcovery I 
made at firſt ſetting out of a moſt 
valuable remain of antiquity, 
which I ſhou'd be very glad to 
have your ſentiments upon, be- 
fore I proceed any farther. 

Some workmen being em- 
ployed in the church, accidental- 
ly diſcovered in a cavity of one 
of the ſtone pillars neareſt the 
chancel, two ſmall pateræ of 
wood that exactly fitted each 
other, and had been cloſely ce- 


mented together, and covered 
over with what is ſtrongly ſuſ- 
pected to have been cloth, tho 


now ſomewhat the worſe for 
wearing: * were probably 


* formed 
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formed of the fame materials 


with our modern diſhes, (which 


yet one wou'd ſcarce ſuſpect 


ſhou'd be fo laſting) and con- 
tained what I may venture to 


pronounce the muſcular parts of 


a human heart, although much 
defaced by time, with a few of 
the linnen rags in which it had 
been formerly wrapt up. It was 
covered over, with what ? by 
the illeterate might be taken for 
either hair or wool ;. but when 


examined by adepts was found 


to be neither. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, however that they knew 
not under what denomination to 
rank it with certainty : for whilſt 
{ome conjectured they might be 
dhe finer veſſels of the human 
body, 


5 

body, others imagined them the 
fibres of plants, &c. From this 
repreſentation you will, I doubt 
not, allow it to be very ancient 
and yet I don't deſpair of tracing 
out not only the time of 1ts being 
depoſited there, but in ſome 
meaſure the party to whom it 
appertained. 
| Now 'tis very certain there 
Was a parſon of this pariſh as 
early as the 12th century, and 
conſ2quently their muſthave been 
a church at that time; and tis as 
well known, that many perſons 
of great note went with Richard l. 
tear this kingdom to the holy 
war, whoſe fate it was never to 
return. Their friends however 
in compliance with the [uperiti- 
1 e 
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tion of thoſe times, generally 
brought over with them ſome 
remains to be depoſited among 
their anceſtors; and what cou'd 
be better ſuited to this purpoſe, 
than that noble part the heart, 
the ſeat of all true courage and 
bravery ? I ſhall not therefore 
ſcruple to pronounce this the 
Property of one of thoſe ancient 
and religious heroes ; and can 
by no means give into thoſe con- 
jectures, which ſuppoſe it to be 
that of a favorite miſtreſs placed 
there by her lover, or of an only 
ſon by a diſconſolate mother. It 
may not however be ſo eaſy to 
aſcertain the perſon; but if it 
was not that of the king himſelf, 
as ſome might apprehend from 
bis 
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his being ſurnamed Coeur de Lion, 
I make no doubt it mult have be- 
longed to one of the Knightly 
family of -------, well known 
to have been ſettled there about 
a century after, and as a change 
of ſituation was not ſo frequent 
amongſt great families in thoſe 
early days as afterwards, and it 
can ſcarce be ſuppoſed they 
ſhow'd have removed from a. 
worſe, ſo I muſt conclude it 
highly probable they were Lords 
of this place earlier than the 
time we are ſpeaking of, It is 
farther obſervable, that the chriſ- 
tian names of the' principals of 
this family were for many gene- 
rations Thomas, and Henry; fo I © 
geſtion not but the party whoſe 


4 e 


OE 
property it was, muſt have had 
one of theſe, altho' I own my- 
{elf at a loſs to determine which; 
and your aſſiſtance in ſo difficult 
and intereſting a point wou'd be 
very acceptable to | 


Your conſtant Admirer, 


and humble Imitator. 


4 


e 
ANSWER. 


Dear Sir, 
. Fe ſo I preſume to accoſt 
i you after your very affec- 
tionate compellation of brother, 
I thank you for your candid. 
opinion of my diſcourſe on the 
antiquities of WHEATFIELD : I 
ſuſpect you had juſt been read- 
ing a certain remarkable letter 


ok 
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of Cicero's to Atticus, and had a 


mind to put it in practice: How- 


ever, if it did but amuſe you 
after a college- treat, a law-act, 


or ſome divinity- acts, I'll bluſh 
no more at the thought of your 
peruſing it I have conſidered 
the contents of your letter, and 


am afraid there is too much re- 


ality in what you deliver as con- 
jecture, for me who am an an- 
tiquary in the clouds, and can- 
not leave thoſe ſoft regions to 
combat with ſtubborn unyield- 
ing matters of fact; but if you 
will receive a letter from hence, 
and can read quæ ſcribuntur aeris 
potoribus, the following is m uch 
2t your ſervice. 


1 
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take it fir for granted, that 
the carpenters and not you firſt 
diſcovered the patere you 
mention; a circumſtance trifling 
as it may ſeem at firſt fight, of vaſt 
conſequence and 1mportance in 
aſcertaining, not preciſely the 
date, but the antiquity of them 
for let me tell you we are too 
apt to be creaulous, and the an- 
tiquitated, as the jaundic'd eye 
ſees every thing in its own colour. 
For example, ſome years agone, 
when workmen. were repairing 
my very old barn, that I might 
not ſeem to watch them (tho 
that was really my buſineſs) I 
ſometimes buſied myſelf in ex- 
amining the old walls; and one 


day behind a large black flint 1 
found 


(11 
found two pateræ not cemented, , 
but ſkrewed together; which 
I greedily whipt under my night 
gown, and hurried to my la- 
boratory to examine. Having 
opened it by retort of the ſkrew, 
I diſcovered an incruſtated ſur- 
face of matter of a very dark 
col-ur, too hard for my finer 
| fort of gimblets to terebrate; 
but with a wimble I made a per- 
foration, thro' which I paſſed a 
pair of forceps guarded at the 
extremities with pieces of velvet, 
cut off the cape of my coat, to 
preventtheir taking too rank hold. 
They returned empty, but be- 
 1ſmear'd with an unctuous matter 
of whitiſh colour and of a ſpicey 
ſcent, which put me in mind 


of 


(2) 
of embalming: upon the next 
attempt they brought me up a. 
bony ſubſtance not unlike the 
end of a ſmall rib ; but before 1 
cou'd thoroughly examine it, I 
was alarmed with the ſhrieking 
of a favourite ſpaniel, which my 
workmen were beating for ſteal- 
ing away their dinner. I called 
them a parcel of block -heads for 
hanging their bags in the reach 
of dogs, when they told me their 
dinner was a mutton pye in two 
wooden diſhes ſcrewed together, 
&c. I ſneaked off as my dog had 
done before, and put my pateræ 
into the hole of the wall again; 
but the conſequence was, my 
workmen took their leave of me 

E. 
MM night, ſwearing they wou''d 
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not work where the D- was 


at liberty to play po- peep and to 


do as he pleaſed. 

But ſuppoſing you to be under 
no ſuch deception, I cannot think 
your date of the i2th century 
ancient enough for the uſe of the 
patera 1n the way you mention, 
becauſe it was an idvlatrous uten- 
fil, and thrown by, or converted 


Into a grace-cup long before that 
Fra: It is more probable there 


was a temple erected to [js in 


your pariſh, by the Phœnicians 
upon their landing on your coaſt 
jf ever they were in Britain, or to 


Neptune by ſome other heathen 


rovers, and that theſe vl iv 


Pateræ were foiſted into a pillar 


of your church, by a ſuperſti- 


tious 
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tious gentile-chriſtian concerned 
in building it. I believe the 
contents to be a human heart from 
the tatter'd garments ſuppoſed to 
be linnen rags, that invelop 1t : 
for the heart has certainly had a 
covering to it ever ſince the fall; 
and perhaps the terms Syftole, 
Diaſtole, Pericardium, which the 
anatomiſts have adopted into their 
crabbed family of hard words, 
were at firſt invented by the 
moral philoſophers, only to ſig- 
nify the drawing and undrawing 
the curtain of the heart. I ad- 
mire the conjectures of the Aite- 
rati, who fancy this covering to 
be of hair or wool. What na- 
tural images do theſe men of un- 
tutored obſervation andexperience 

e 


A 1 

preſent us with? let but any one 
go into Kings Chapel Yard, or 
behind Magdalen college, early 
in a ſummer's morning before 
the dew is exhal'd, and there 
willhe ſee certain excrementitious 
matter cover'd over with innu- 


merable white /þicu/a, much re- 


ſembling hair or wool, Now if 
this be the appearance of putre- 
faction in all excrementees, can't 
we as well ſuppoſe the ſame ap- 
pearance of putrefaction in all 
excrementors ? thus we ſhall get 
for you a moſt venzrable mouldi- 
neſs like a grey-beard, at once 
the Proof and ornament of an- 
tiquity. However I have no ob- 
jection to ſuppoling them vege- 
table fibres, but ſpringing from 


the 


1 
the corruption of the heart, but 
J hope you will pull them all up 
and not ſuffer one to come to 
maturity: for a thouſand to one, 
they'll produce you nothing but 
evil thoughts. 

As I can't but place the anti- 
quity of this valuable remain much 
higher than you do, there is no 
occaſion for me to examine your 
reaſoning upon it, which is con- 
fined to a more modern date; and 
yet I can't forbear, as it ſeems to 
beg the queſtion in one parti- 
cular. You ſay this heart was 
brought over out of Aja to be 
depoſited in your church; but 
how, fir, do you know it ever 
- croſſeq the ſeas ? Richard the J. 
no doubt carried his Cut de 
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Lion with him; but it does not 
follow that all that made the 
Cruſade carried theirs; nay, as 
I remember, they all did not, 
and might not this be one that 
ſtaid behind, which afterwards 
upon the king's return, dread- 
ing his diſpleaſure, took ſanc- 
tuary in your church? as I have 
always conſider d names as arbi- 
trarily impoſed and not inherent 
in nature, I cannot determine 
whether this heart belonged to, 
Thomas or Henry ; but I rather 
think Thomas, as that word i in the 
Hebrew ſignifies twin, or half 
p'man. But quære, whether 

Dr. Tindall in his excellent na- 
tural and moral hiſtory of chriſ= 


beg 


(6.1%) 
tianity as old as the creation, 
has not traced the fitneſs of 
names, as well as of things. 


I am very much your's, 


| JOHN CLUBBE. 
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